
                                                   

 

 Contributions & Achievements   

Early pioneers of water skiing in Ireland: 

Hector Newenham, David Nations, Oliver Coffey, Fred Waterstone,                  

Desmond West, Claud Carr, Henry Murdoch, Joe Acton, Richard Bewley, Roger 

Bewley, Tony McCleery,   Deirdre Frawley, Ian JohnstonΣ .ǊŜƴŘŀƴ hΩCƭȅƴƴΣ 

.ǊŜƴŘŀƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴor, Pat Grubb, Ronnie Kavanagh, Gene Kavanagh, Harold 

Johnson, Roger Johnson, David Johnson, Margaret McDonnell, Noel Treacy, 

John Poynton, Noel Dagg, Alan Dagg, Raymond Heavey, Brenda Anderson, 

Alan Murray, Brian Cullen, Cecil Prentice, Noel Hogg, Norman Linter, John 

Glover, Stuart Boles, Ken McCormac, John McDowell, Terry Hill, Brian 

Johnston,   Geoff Shanks,   Irvine McKay,   Barry STJ Galvin (Snr),    Sean Kennedy  

NOTEABLE PEOPLE WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED 

ADMINISTRATORS/JUDGES  

Hector Newenham (Killaloe WSC) 
 
 

 

The man credited with bringing water skiing to Ireland.  

IŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ bŜǿŜƴƘŀƳ owned the Lakeside 

hotel, Killaloe and Hector saw the potential of offering water 

skiing on the stretch of River Shannon, close to the hotel. In 

1956 Hector invited David Nations (BWSF) to Killaloe to help 

promote water skiing, particularly in Killaloe and in Ireland in 

general. The hotel started offering the new and exciting 

ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ΨǿŀǘŜǊ ǎƪƛƛƴƎΩ; ski lessons were 5 shillings (0.30 euro). 

Hector and David were instrumental in setting up the Irish 

Water Ski Association in 1958.  Hector was the first Secretary 

of the Irish Water Ski Association and was later appointed 

President of the IWSA.  

To help promote water skiing, Hector, along with David 

Nations and Desmond West from Dublin, organised a water 

skiing display on the River Liffey, Dublin on 21st October 1958.  

Harold Johnson (Balscadden & 
Golden Falls) 

 

On a camping trip to France in 1957 Harold saw waterskiing on 
Lake Annecy and all the family had a go and loved it. On return 
to Ireland he bought a boat and they skied through the winter 
in Balscadden Bay, Dunlaoighre Harbour and Sandycove. For 
more sheltered water and to try and establish a slalom course 
they skied in Broadmeadows, an Estuary near Malahide. The 
ESB granted a 1st licence to Harold to waterski on Golden Falls 
reservoir in the Wicklow hills. The licence was for a 6 weeks 



                                                   

trial period. When the annual license was allowed, Harold 
provided the ski boat for the club.  Father of Roger and David. 

Claud Carr (Balscadden) 

 
    Celebrating his 90th birthday 

Claud was proprietor of the Cliff House Hotel in Howth. He 
began skiing in Balscadden Bay in August 1958. Claud deserves 
huge credit for facilitating the early development of skiing and 
the establishment of Balscadden WSC and as a consequence 
when a number of members sought out an inland site Golden 
Falls WSC was established. 

David Nations (BWSF)

 

David, from London, had the distinction of being the sole 

British skier at the first World Championships in 1949. He 

gradually changed his attention to training, organisation and 

judging water ski competitions. 

David was invited by Hector Newenham in 1956 to help 

promote water skiing at Killaloe and was instrumental in 

coaching skiers, instructing drivers and training instructors. 

David along with Hector established the Irish Water Ski 

Association in September 1958, which was admitted to the 

World Water ski Union in Geneva, December 1958. David 

returned many times to judge and hold coaching seminars. 

Henry Murdoch (Balscadden & 
Killaloe WSCs) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

IWSA Technical Officer and committee member. Skied and 

coached in the early days at Killaloe. In 1965 was the first from 

Ireland to become a 1st Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƧǳŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƳƻƭƻƎŀǘƻǊΦ IŜƴǊȅΩǎ 

first international appointment was on the judging panel for 
the Northern European Championships in Amsterdam, 1966. 
He was appointed as Chief Judge for the Northern European 
Championships, Ruislip, England 1970 and travelled all over 
Europe to meetings and competitions. 
In the 60s Henry developed and introduced a grading system 

for skiers. The basic Grade (7) required the skier to swim 50 

yards (46 metres); put on 2 skis unassisted in deep water; 

swim 5 yards (4.6 metres) wearing skis; carry out a deep water 

start; start unassisted from the dock on two skis; carry out a 

series of crossings of each wake; in the centre of the wake lift 

each ski alternatively for three seconds; return to the jetty 

and make a controlled and safe landing. The other grades 

involved more demanding standards including one-ski 

routines, ever increasing boat speeds, minimum jump 

distances and trick scores. The grading system was a good 

ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƪƛŜǊΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀn incentive for skiers to 

improve and aspire to the highest grade possible. 



                                                   

 
Henry slaloming with a double handle 

 

 
Lƴ Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ΩwŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ YƛƭƭŀƭƻŜΩΣ IŜƴǊȅ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ 

chapter to water skiing. It is an invaluable historic record of 

the early days of water skiing in Ireland and of some of those 

involved.  

 

Leslie Thorne Leslie attended the National Championships and the Open 
Championships every year at Killaloe. He was renowned for his 
wonderfully entertaining and informative commentaries on 
the PA system. He was especially invaluable when the crowds 
of spectators ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ ŎƭǳŜ ŀǎ ǘƻ what was happening! 
He was a great personality and had wonderful waxed 
whiskers, which stood out several inches on each side. 
 

Noel Dagg (Glenbrook & Golden 
Falls WSC) 

 

Extremely involved with Glenbrook WSC and later with Golden 
Falls. Was the PR person for the IWSA, writing regular reports 
for the Irish Times and provided public address commentary 
at many competitions. Father of Alan Dagg, multiple Irish 
Champion. 

Barry St J Galvin (Glenbrook WSC 
& Cork Powerboat & WSC) 

 
 

 

Committee member and competitor for Glenbrook WSC and 

Cork PB & WSC. International ski boat driver who drove at 

many competitions.  Instrumental in setting up a ski club in 

Cork.  President of the IWSF 2000 & 2001. Father of Barry C 

Galvin multiple Irish Champion. 

 
Barry at Killaloe with Eimar Frawley, .ŀǊǊȅΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǿƛŦŜ. 

 



                                                   

Cecil Prentice (Golden Falls WSC) 

 

 
 
 

Long serving IWSA Chairman/President 60s & 70s. Driving 

force of water skiing in Ireland. Travelled all over Europe to 

meetings and competitions. Cecil would urge all to get up and 

attend the early morning Sunday service on a competition 

weekend at killaloe, as specially held for skiers. 

Famed for his demonstrations of water skiing on a bicycle! He 

attached a ski to the front and back wheels of his bike. 

  

Chris Owen (Killaloe and Golden 
Falls WSCs) 

 

IWSA committee member and elected IWSF President in 1984 

& 1999. Started off skiing at Killaloe. Moved into judging and 

qualified as a National judge in 1973. Was the IWSF technical 

officer for many years. In 1984 Chris was instrumental in 

bringing the annual Group 2 conference to Dublin.  

Qualified as an International judge and calculator. Officiated 
at World championships in Colombia and Italy and at Disabled 
Worlds in Australia, Florida, and England, as well as officiating 
at many European tournaments and disabled Championships. 
Judged and calculated for many years at Irish competitions. 
Set out judging standards and guidelines and examined and 
qualified National judges. /ƘǊƛǎΩ dad was the Dean of St. 
Flannan's cathedral Killaloe and arranged a special early 
service for skiers on the Sunday morning of a ski competition 
at Killaloe. It was popular with the skiers. 

Geoff Shanks (Meteor WSC) 

 

Chairman of the N I Waterski Association 1979 & 80.  Geoff, 

along with Kenny Scott, guided the NIWSA into the Irish 

Waterski Federation. Elected as President of the IWSF 1985.  

Chairman and a long time secretary of Meteor WSC. For many 

years Geoff wrote ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǎŜǳŘƻƴȅƳ ƻŦ ΨwŜŘ IŀƴŘΩ, an 

informative and entertaining article about the NI Regional 

Group for the popular Ψ²ŀǘŜǊ {ƪƛŜǊΩ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΦ DŜƻŦŦ 

competed as a 3-event skier (slalom, tricks & jump) for many 

years and later veered into administration and judging. He 

qualified as a National judge in 1975 and an International 



                                                   

 

judge in 1981. A proficient bare foot skier, he competed in a 

number of barefoot competitions. In 1973 he was accredited 

as the 50th ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ϧ ¦Y ǘƻ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ψм-minute 

ōŀǊŜŦƻƻǘ ōŀŘƎŜΩ ώǎƪƛƛƴƎ ƻƴ ōŀǊŜ ŦŜŜǘ ŦƻǊ м ƳƛƴǳǘŜϐΦ  /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ 

to judge and be involved in skiing right through to the mid 

1990s. 

Sean Kennedy (Cork PB & WSC) 

 

Founding member of Glenbrook WSC and driving force behind 

the Cork PB & WSC based at Farran Wood. A committed and 

influential Chairman of the IWSA. His family were all good 

skiers with Ronan his son a very strong competitive skier who 

attained a high standard. 

Brian Johnston (Meteor WSC)

 
 
 

 

In 1959 it was all a bit trial and error. Brian along with John 

Glover found out the hard way that trying to do a beach start 

by standing in the water with skis firmly planted in the sand 

was a non-starter! Eventually ski pioneer Terry Hill appeared 

and showed them the correct method.  

Chairman of the NIWSA 1984. Long-time treasurer of Meteor. 

Competed in many competitions over the years. Brian has 

ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ΨƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΩ ŀƴŘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǘƻ 

ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ .Ǌƛŀƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƛƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ aŜǘŜƻǊΩǎ 

clubhouse and ski jumps. 

 In the early 60s when water skis were rare, he was not to be 

deterred and is famed for making his own wooden slalom and 

trick skis, even using an inner car tyre tube as a back binding!  

The up dated versions still get an annual outing. 

 
 

Irvine McKay (Meteor WSC)

 
 

Member of the Meteor WSC and a driving force for water 

skiing in N I. A member of the NI ski team which competed in 

the 1967 North European Ski Championships in Finland. 

Instrumental in bringing NI ski clubs together to form the 

NIRG. The 1st Chairman of the NI Regional Group, 1972-75. 

Qualified as a ski coach and was appointed as the Regional 

coach for N Ireland. Irvine ran many coaching courses in many 

venues in N I, raising skiing standards and encouraging clubs 



                                                   

 

to join the NIRG. Worked closely with David Nations (BWSF) 

and arranged for David and another top skier/coach, Paul 

Seaton to come to N I and run coaching courses for skiers. 

Was the N I rep on the BWSF committee 1965-68.  

LǊǾƛƴŜΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ 

skiing was recognised in 1976 when he was awarded Honorary 

Life membership of the BWSF and was only the 9th person, 

since the formation of the BWSF, to have received such a 

prestigious honour. 

Kenny Scott (Omagh WSC) 

 

Chairman of the N I Waterski Association 1976-78 and a 

driving force in water skiing. Kenny, along with Geoff Shanks, 

guided the NIWSA into the Irish Waterski Federation. Elected 

as 1st President of the IWSF 1981-83.  

Instrumental in setting up a ski club at Lough Muck, Omagh 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ǳƪŜ ƻŦ !ōŜǊŎƻǊƴΩǎ 9ǎǘŀǘŜΣ 
Baronscourt, Newmills.  Judge, homologator, boat driver, 
competition organiser and competitive skier. Captained the 
Irish ski team at the World Championships, Thorpe, England 
1981. Staged a number of international ski tournaments at 
Baronscourt and an International barefoot competition in 
1978. As a result of his involvement in water skiing, Kenny was 
appointed to the board of the NI Sports Council. 
 
 

George Crisp (Meteor WSC) 

 
 

IWSF National judge and judged at many competitions during 
the 70s and early 80s. Captain of the Irish team at the 1975 
World Championships, Thorpe, England. George was awarded 
life membership of Meteor Wateski Club for his commitment 
and dedication to the club and to the sport. Father of Richard 
Crisp, Irish Champion. 

John Gordon (Omagh WSC)

 

Member of Baronscourt WSC, Chairman of the N I Waterski 
Association 1981 ς 83 and Secretary of the IWSF. Qualified as 
a National judge in 1976 and later as an International judge. 
An officially appointed homologator who undertook the 
unglamorous and generally unrecognised job of measuring 
slalom courses and jumps prior to competition, so as to 
ensure they were up to a set standard. John homologated and 
Judged many competitions. Father of Robin Gordon, Irish 
Champion. 
 
 



                                                   

Stuart England (Meteor WSC) 

 
 

 

IWSF committee member and IWSF President 1996, 97 & 98. 

1st competition 1970 at Meteor. IWSF ski boat driving tutor 

and coach. Initiated and developed a driving and coaching 

syllabus. National judge and qualified as an International 

judge 1994. In 1996 to complement the already established 

grading system, he developed an IWSF grading scheme for 

young children with 3 x Endeavor awards and 5 x 

Development awards. 

A 3-event skier with jump being his strongest discipline. In 

1978 also competed for Ireland at the Europa Pokal barefoot 

championships. In the top 100 in Ireland & UK to qualify for 

ǘƘŜ Ψм-minute barefoot badgeΩ.  Captained N Ireland on many 

occasions and skied and captained Irish teams at many Celtic 

Challenge competitions. Was Irish team captain at the 1987 

World Waterski Championships, Thorpe, England.  Skied on 

the Irish Team at the 1996 E&A Seniors, Portugal.  Has set a 

number of national records in various age categories. A long 

serving committee member of Meteor WSC holding positions 

of Chairman and Secretary. In 1993 along with Richard 

Armstrong organised a unique one-off ski jump competition 

on the river Lagan, in the heart of Belfast. 
 

Researched and wrote the 'History of Water Skiing in Ireland' 

including compiling national records and national champions. 

Richard Armstrong  
(Lough Aghery WSC ) 

 

 

Elected IWSF President 1990 & 91. Chairman of the N I 

Waterski Association and Chairman of Lough Aghery WSC.  

Competition boat driver, competitive skier and barefooter. 

Non-skiing captain of the Irish team 1989, Florida. Richard was 

a co-organiser of a unique jump competition on the river 

Lagan Belfast in 1993. Sadly, it was only shortly after this that 

Richard suddenly took ill and within days died of septicaemia. 

Shortly after his death a generous sum of money was donated 

by his wife Heather (a waterski judge). Donations were also 

made by the skiing fraternity and the Richard Armstrong 

Memorial Fund was set up. The trustees award a bursary each 

year to a skier/rider which helps ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ 

enthusiasm was infectious and his commitment to the sport 

was outstanding. 

 



                                                   

Greg Roberts (North Down, 
Lough Aghery)

 

A competitive skier who moved into ski boat driving and was a 

constant figure at ski tournaments. He took great pride in his 

driving and was appointed an international driver and drove at 

many tournaments. 

Trevor Hill (Meteor WSC) 

 

Trevor was a driving force and passionate about water skiing. 
He was a prominent Meteor committee member and very 
influential in the NIWSA and IWSF. He was a strong and 
committed competitive skier and was appointed as an 
ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōƻŀǘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΦ ¢ǊŜǾƻǊΩǎ enthusiasm spread around 
the whole country and after leaving Ireland to go back to 
England, he left a legacy of accurate slalom courses, jumps.  
 
 

Lill Fitzpatrick (Carraig WSC) 

 

IWSA Chairperson 1987 and guided the IWSA into the IWSF. 

IWSF President 1988 & 1989.  

A founding member of Carraig ski club, Cork.  

Elected European President of the Disabled Waterski Council. 

Instrumental in promoting disabled skiing and bringing the 

European Disabled Waterski Championships to Ireland in 

1994. Qualified as an International tournament judge and A1 

disabled judge. Judged at many events including disabled 

competitions in Europe, Middle East and USA. 

 

 

Des Burke-Kennedy (Golden Falls 
WSC) 

 
 

IWSF/IWWF committee member and President for a record of 
18 years (1986 & 1987; 1992 to 1995; 2002 to 2013). 
Represented the IWSF/IWWF at EA & World Congresses for 25 
years. Chairman of Golden Falls WSC for 25 years and a driving 
force and organiser of the Paddy Jump classic held for 8 years 
ŀǘ DƻƭŘŜƴ CŀƭƭǎΦ LƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ 
skiers to compete in Ireland. Brought 3 World Cup stops to 
Golden Falls and Enniskillen.  
2002-17 IntWWF World marketing and Media chairman, 
founder of the IntWWF Waterski & Wakeboard World Cup 
and Joint organiser of 47 World Cup stops. Chairman of the 
IntWWF International Hall of Fame committee2009-2020. 
Presenter of IntWWF Olympic Games bid to IOC Board in 
Lausanne in 2015.  
Commentator at numerous competitions, including 10x World 
Championships 2 x U21s & 2 x 35+ World Championships; 15 x 
World Cups; 3 x World University Championships; 23 x 
Moomba Masters Australia, 3 x Mediterranean Games and an 
Olympic Waterski demonstration in Serville 1998.  



                                                   

 

A national and international commentator at many skiing 
tournaments and provided TV and media commentary. Much 
of his vast personal photographic material has been published 
in magazines, websites, IntWWF and E&A publications. 
Inducted in 2021 into the IntWWF Hall of Fame for his 
commitment, dedication and advancement of waterskiing. 
This is the highest award our sport can bestow. 

Donal Connolly  
(Golden Falls WSC) 

 

Homologator, experienced competitor and international skier 
who was no mean jump skier. A member of the Irish ski team 
for the 1997 World Championships Rionegro, Columbia. 
LƴǾŜƴǘƻǊ ƻŦ Ψ{ǇƭŀǎƘ9ȅŜΩΣ a jump measuring system which is 
accepted by the International Waterski Federation and used 
worldwide. SplashEye is a photogrammetric based system 
requiring one camera and grid buoys. 
Member of the E C tournament council, which is the 
influential council responsible for decisions and operation 
control of all E C tournaments.  
 

John Prunty (IASC)

 

Elected IWWF President 2014. Owner and founder of the Irish 
Aqua Sports Centre (IASC), Summerhill, Co Meath, an 
excavated purpose man made ski site with excellent facilities 
and clubhouse. Father of international ski champion Eamonn 
Prunty.  

Andy McQuiggan 
(Lower Bann WSC) 

)  

President IWWF 2015 & 2016. Successfully bid at the EA 
congress to host for the first time in Ireland the European 
Wakeboard Boat Championships in Coleraine, where he was 
one of the main organisers.   
Arranged with the Irish Dept of Transport to get the 
Federation accredited to issue the International Certificate of 
Competence for boat drivers.  
A qualified EA wakeboard boat driver. IrWWF Ski boat driving 
tutor and coach as recognised by Sport Ireland.  
Competed in barefoot waterski competitions in Ireland and UK 
and twice won the Irish Barefoot National overall 
Championships. 

Paul Carroll (Muckno WS&WC)

 

IrWWF President 2017 to 2021. Committee member and 
driving force for Muckno WS&WC. Wakeboard boat and cable 
wakeboard judge and calculator. 
Father of Nicole Carroll, wakeboard champion. 
In 2022 Paul was appointed a director of the IrWWF, shortly 
afterwards he resigned and was seconded back to fill the role 
of the IrWWF President. 

Linda Johnston 
 

2013 to 2019 - Secretary of IrishWWF 

2013 to 2017 - Secretary of E&A Wakeboard Boat Council  



                                                   

 

2014 E&A Wakeboard Boat Championships, Portugal - Chief 

Calculator  

2015 E&A Wakeboard Boat Championships, Netherlands - Asst 

Calculator; Wakeboard World Championships, Mexico - Chief 

Calculator  

2015 to present E&A representative to World Wakeboard 

Council 

нлмс 9ϧ! ²ŀƪŜōƻŀǊŘ .ƻŀǘ /ƘŀƳǇΩǎΣ /ƻƭŜǊŀƛƴŜ - Asst 

Calculator 

нлмт 9ϧ! ²ŀƪŜōƻŀǊŘ .ƻŀǘ /ƘŀƳǇΩǎΣ [ŀǘǾƛŀ - Chief Calculator 

2018 E&A Wakeboard Boat ChampΩs, Italy - Chief Judge  

2018 to present - President EC Wakeboard Boat Council  

нлмф 9ϧ! ²ŀƪŜōƻŀǊŘ .ƻŀǘ /ƘŀƳǇΩǎΣ YƛŜǾ - Chief Calculator 

нлмф ²ŀƪŜōƻŀǊŘ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ƘŀƳǇΩs, Abu Dhabi - Asst Calculator 

2019 Secretary of World Wakeboard Council 

2019 to present - member of IWWF Safe Sport Committee 

Mother of Paul Johnston, boat and cable wakeboard 

champion.  

Cornelia Krausz  
Cork Powerboat & WSC 

 

Elected IrWWF President 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 SKIERS/RIDERS OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS 
David Johnson (Balscadden & 

Golden Falls WSCs) 
 

David was the first MenΩs Irish National Waterski overall 

Champion in 1959, as held on the River Shannon at Killaloe 

with skiers from 4 clubs; Killaloe, Balscadden, Sandy Cove and 

East Coast. David was the National overall champion again on 

another 3 occasions 1962, 1963 & 1965. He was on the Irish 

team which competed at the Cold Water Countries 

Championships in 1963 at Lockearnhead, Scotland, the 

European & African Championships, Rome in 1964 and at the 

Northern European Championships, Amsterdam 1964. 

David was instrumental in the formation of Golden Falls WSC. 



                                                   

 
 

 
 

 
Brothers -   David & Roger Johnson skier 

David is holding the overall national Champion Cup ς the 
άWƻƘƴ tƭŀȅŜǊ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅέ. Roger is holding ǘƘŜ ά.ǊŀŘǎƘŀǿέ ŎǳǇ 
for best U18 ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άaŀǳǊŜǊ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅέ for figures/tricks. 

Roger Johnson (Balscadden, 
Golden Falls & Fiddown WSCs) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Roger was the first National figures Champion, 1959 and best 
U18 skier. David Nations offered him a job at Ruislip, England 
as boat driver and to be coached during the Summer of 1960. 
He went and although he did not see DN much he did learn a 
huge amount from Lance Callingham and Jeanette Stuart-
Wood, the 2 English champions of the day, who were both 
members of Ruislip. He recalls driving for Norman Wisdom, 
famous actor/comedian, for a film, where Lance acted as a 
άǎǘŀƴŘ-ƛƴέ ŦƻǊ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘǊƛŎƪȅ ōƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǎƪƛƛƴƎΦ Iƻǿ it turned out is 
hard to know, because Norman Wisdom was quite a small 
man and Lance a very large, strong chap!                           
Roger ǿŀǎ aŜƴΩǎ LǊƛǎƘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ŀǘŜǊǎƪƛ overall Champion 
twice, 1960 & 1961. Roger was a member of the first Irish 
team to compete in the Cold Water Challenge Trophy or 
Northern European Championships in Amsterdam in 1962 
where he came a creditable 15th ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ол ƛƴ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ 
(tricks).  In 1964 he took part in the N. Europeans in 
Amsterdam and also in the 1964 Europeans in Rome on lake 
at Castlegandolfo, the Pope's Summer residence. 
Roger recalls: My abiding memory is that my wife Joan and I 

MISSED a private audience with the Pope for all the water 
ǎƪƛŜǊǎΣ ŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜ ƧƻƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ άƘƛǎ ōƻǎǎέ WŜǎǳǎ ōŜƛƴƎ 
the 1st ǘƻ άǿŀƭƪέ ƻƴ ǿŀǘŜǊΗ  
Roger and his brother David had skied mainly on the sea but 
after a while wanted to find a more sheltered site for skiing. 
They skied a lot in Broadmeadows, an estuary near Malahide 
with a railway embankment enclosing the water. Later a 
suitable site was identified in the Wicklow Hills. Roger and 
John Kelly wrote to ESB requesting use of the Golden Falls 




























